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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion    : Joint Service 
Theme     : Learning and Growing in the Grace of God 
Venue     : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon 
Date     : August 19, 2018 
 
TITLE     : Our Response to the Grace of God in Us 
Text/s     :   
 
2 Cor 8:7-12 
7 Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all 
diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also. 
8 I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others, and to prove the 
sincerity of your love. 
9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 
became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. 
10 And herein I give my advice: for this is expedient for you, who have begun before, not only to 
do, but also to be forward a year ago. 
11 Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as there was a readiness to will, so there may be a 
performance also out of that which ye have. 
12 For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not 
according to that he hath not. 
KJV 
 
 
Bible Reading   :   
 
Song/s     :  
 
Other references  :  

 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1 Peter 4:10 
10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God. 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 3:18 
18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory 
both now and for ever. Amen. 
KJV 
     
Jer 9:24 
24 But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the 
Lord  which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things 
I delight, saith the Lord . 
KJV 
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Col 1:9 
9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire 
that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 
KJV 
 
Learning and Growing in the Ministry of Stewarding the Manifold Grace of God. 
 

 The Grace of God to Stewards 
 
2 Cor 8:1-9 
1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of 
Macedonia; 
2 How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty 
abounded unto the riches of their liberality. 
3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of 
themselves; 
4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the 
fellowship of the ministering to the saints. 
5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto 
us by the will of God. 
6 Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also finish in you the 
same grace also. 
7 Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in 
all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also. 
8 I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others, and to 
prove the sincerity of your love. 
9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. 
KJV 
 
Phil 1:1-11 
1 Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which 
are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: 
2 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 
4 Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, 
5 For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; 
6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will 
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: 
7 Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart; 
inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye all 
are partakers of my grace. 
8 For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ. 
9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all 
judgment; 
10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without 
offence till the day of Christ; 
11 Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory 
and praise of God. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 9:8-11 
8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all 
sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: 
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9 (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness 
remaineth for ever. 
10 Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and 
multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) 
11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us 
thanksgiving to God. 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:10-19 
10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished 
again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity. 
11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, 
therewith to be content. 
12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all 
things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer 
need. 
13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 
14 Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did communicate with my affliction. 
15 Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed 
from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, 
but ye only. 
16 For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity. 
17 Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account. 
18 But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which 
were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to 
God. 
19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 16:17 
17 I am glad of the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus: for that which was 
lacking on your part they have supplied. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 11:8-9 
8 I robbed other churches, taking wages of them, to do you service. 
9 And when I was present with you, and wanted, I was chargeable to no man: for that 
which was lacking to me the brethren which came from Macedonia supplied: and in all 
things I have kept myself from being burdensome unto you, and so will I keep myself. 
KJV 
 
 

A) What Grace can we see in the Macedonian churches? 
 

 Grace in the churches 

 
Acts 11:23 
23 Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, 
that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 6:1 
6 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace 
of God in vain. 
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KJV 
 
2 Cor 9:14 
14 And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in 
you. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 1:4-5 
4 I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus 
Christ; 
5 That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge; 
KJV 
 

 Grace that made them to rise above their great trial of affliction and deep poverty 
 
2 Cor 8:2 
2 How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty 
abounded unto the riches of their liberality. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 8:9 
 
9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. 
KJV 
 
 

 Grace that made them to be empowered beyond themselves 
 
2 Cor 8:3 
 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of 
themselves; 
KJV 
 
 

 Grace that made them intreat (beg) to give more than receive 
 
2 Cor 8:4 
 Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, 
KJV 
 
 

 Grace that made them to choose to take to themselves the fellowship of ministering to 
the saints 
 
2 Cor 8:4 
 and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. 
KJV 
 
Phil 1:4-5 
4 Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, 
5 For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; 
KJV 
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 Grace that made them to give themselves to the Lord and to the work of grace in Paul 
according to the will of God 
 
2 Cor 8:5 
5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto 
us by the will of God. 
KJV 
 
 

B) How do we now respond to this admonition of Paul to put this grace in our wits? 
 

 Complete what God has begun regarding this grace  
 
2 Cor 8:6 
6 Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also finish in you the 
same grace also. 
 
Phil 1:6-10 
6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will 
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: 
7 Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart; 
inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye all 
are partakers of my grace. 
8 For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ. 
9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all 
judgment; 
10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without 
offence till the day of Christ; 
KJV 
 
 

 Abound in this grace also 
 
2 Cor 8:6-7 
6 Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also finish in you the 
same grace also. 
7 Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in 
all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also. 
KJV 
 
 

 Take their example and prove the sincerity of our love 
 
2 Cor 8:8 
8 I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others, and to 
prove the sincerity of your love. 
KJV 
 
,; 

 Approve things that are excellent and be filled with fruits of righteousness 
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Phil 1:10-11 
10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without 
offence till the day of Christ; 
11 Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory 
and praise of God. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 9:8-10 
8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all 
sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: 
9 (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness 
remaineth for ever. 
10 Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and 
multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) 
KJV 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Faithfulness of Stewards 

 The Thankfulness of Stewards 

 The Fruitfulness of Stewards 

 The Growth of Stewards 

 The Reward of Stewards 
 
 
BODY 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
 
 
 


